Blackstock School Coming Down
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b ‘s‘t Shannon, who lives just
the strest from the school,
remembers wnen it was built. On
Monday he sat on his front porch
and reminisced about those earlier
days, wnen the Georgia red brick
used for tne building cost just over
eight dollars = thousand. The roof,
he recalled zlways presented a

acCross

problem.

Before the 1922-23 building was
finished, Blackstock children atten-
ded classes in a two-rocm, two-
teacher frame schoolhouse. Hach
teacher was in chaige of five zrades.
Then several small school uisl.ricis
were consolidated and fargs
{acility was nesded.  Blackstock
School sits just a few vards from the
Fairfieid-Chester line, and Fairfield
peked up the cost for the building
and Chester helped with nihar e
pen:ses, and childrer. {rom
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Fw B m;m?m ' af years, chiidran
fromn the White Osk area attended
the school. Ivor Patrick Stephenscn
and her twin sister, Hannah
Phillips, rode the bus from White
Oak to Blackstock for five years
before transferring to Mount Zion
in Winasboro for the sixth grade.

Ivor recalls that in her first grad
class 50 percent of the students wers
twins, as she and Hannan and
another set of twins made up half
the class of eight, taught by Miss
Sue White Mills, “the best teacher
in the world”. Miss Mills taught
both the first and second grades,
and Ivor says while the teacher
worked with the second grade, the
first graders played in a sandpile in
a corner of the big classroom.

“1 enjoyed my five years there.”
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At the time the Patrick children
attended Blackstock "ﬂ'ﬂnai, there
were perhaps 25 to 3¢ children from
White Oalc enroiled there, and ihe
principal was B.R. Geddings, knovn
as “Professor” Geddings.

Miss Kathleen Lemmon remein-
hors even further back at Biackstock
School, where she taught in the high
school for twe vears. Miss Lemmon
savs she was forever getting up
piays to raise money for indoorv
plumbing! Mr. Shannon says e
school was built without electricic
which came to Blacksiock in the st
‘thirtles, and without piumbir:
facilities.

Another person whe remernbers
the halcvon years at Elackstock
School is Mre. Kitty Shannon
husband. Edward M. Shannon, was
superintendent there from 1947 un-
".’ t’ » school was closed. Two of the
on’s childrer graduated at
ciz:,m“k and the third at Chester
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deputy sheriff,

Shannan 5'!\ d.
The reunion records included one
person who graduated from the old
two-room schonl, Kennetn Kennedy
of the Class of 1216, Edward Shan-
non, Blackstock School's last
superintendent, was also an aium-
nus of the earlier school.



